INTRODUCTION                          9
attend a middle or secondary school, Thus the
law mentioned above has not only given greater
unity and uniformity to educational organisation,
but has democratised the system of education and
removed many obstacles in the way of national
solidarity.
The Revolution has affected not only the ele-
mentary schools, but also the middle and secondary
schools, which have now been so reorganised as
to satisfy more effectively the social and economic
conditions of the country. Part-time education in
a vocational school has been made compulsory for
all young employees between 14 and 18 years of
age, while additional facilities for receiving secon-
dary education have been given to talented chil-
dren in rural areas by making it possible for such
children to join a special kind of secondary school,
called the Aufbauschule, at the age of 13.
While training in citizenship is still an important
aim of the schools, this training now means train-
ing in responsibility and leadership rather than in
obedience and submission to authority. The stu-
dents* self-government movement has been intro-
duced in all the secondary schools, and there are
also students' clubs and societies for organising
games, debates, dramas and other analogous
activities.
The democratic principles which lie at the root
of the post-war school reforms in Germany have
been applied to the teaching profession also. The
Federal Constitution provides that the opportuni-
ties for training given to teachers in the elementary